PETTICOAT
ARMY LIFE

Women Voluntcers Havce
Systemalc Organizations.
Store Girls Have

Companiess

A petticnat army behlnd the firlng
lines would double the clficieney ot
the fighting forces. arcording to the
Natlonal League for Woman's Serv-
lce—and women, both in and out of
that organization, are ready to prove
to the skeptical that this is no exag-
reration.

‘They point tn the thousands of
women, patriotically laspired. who
rose at the first call, or surgestinn of
a call, for thelr services—women who.
actually shouldercd guns and drilled
and women who abandoned all other
activitles for target practice. What
could they do fn an actual battle?
Nnt much, perhaps, and maybe a
rreat deal.  But actual fighting isn't
the sole, ner even the primary, pure
pose of the petticoat army.

The petticoat army is not disor-
ganized. It is aivided Into =everal
different organlzations, but each i
working  along  well-directed, care-
fully-planned lines, with but slight
conflict one with the other, and it Is
worth while noting that Washington
has encouraged thelr efforts in every
way.

There sre many smnll, voluntesr
organizations, more or less local.
Such, for instance, Is the company
formed by the girls working in &
xroup of large department stores, and
the assoclatinn of xncicty women whoe
are practising to become sharpshoot- |
ers. -

There are hundreds of other ways
that the petticoht army’s work and
influence can be beought to hear not
only to incrcase the flghting effl-
cleney of the eoldiers, hut to make
their work less arduous and unpleas

ant.

What greater bnnn would a soldfer
ask nof the women than that they
shall Inok after his family while he

s away? Than that these organized

women furnish thelr wives with com-
pamonship and sympathetic help and
take a keen fnterest in the chlldrcn‘
left_hehina? |

What more would xoldiers want fur‘

themselves  than  that the women
“busy” themselves around thetr train-
ing and rest camps; give their tender
devotion to those who are fnjured;
provide wholesome pleasures meeting
any possible problem of unemploy-
ment, If such problems are o bhe met.
‘They have mapped ecut arrangements
which provide sultable work for thoss
who have to snpport themselves, and
annther lins of dutles for wnmen of
leisure,



